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Stellingen (Propositions) 
Behorende bij het proefschrift
Deconstructing a Biofuel Hype
The Stories of Jatropha Projects in South Sulawesi, Indonesia
1.  Jatropha development in Indonesia was to a very large extent built on spectacular but 
unproven positive claims and promises. (This thesis)
2.  In order to really progress, the development of biofuels in Indonesia should move beyond  
a lighthouse project. (This thesis)
3.  One of the bottlenecks in the current Indonesia biofuel development is the incoherence  
of supportive policy instruments. (This thesis)
4.  Any successful biofuel development will require a long-term process and will demand  
a long-term commitment by all key actors. (This thesis)
5.  Until a crop can become a sound investment for smallholder farmers, none should be 
promoted as a monoculture or intercropped plantation crop beyond the trial modality.
6.  A project mentality (mentalitas proyek), in which opportunistic behaviour of the actors 
is considered as ‘common sense’, is a really serious threat for any development initiative. 
(Compare Aspinall 2013)
7.  The relevant context for understanding or analysing a particular event in a certain location 
can only be determined by progressive contextualisation in time and space.  
(Based on Vayda 1983)
8.  Interdisciplinary research is the gateway to test whether an innovation is technologically 
feasible, economically profitable and fits societal needs. 
9.  Soft sciences are often harder than hard sciences. (Based on Diamond, Discover,  
Autumn 1987, pp. 35-39)
10. This research is a proof that the Facebook can be a useful tool for scientific data collection.
 
